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What is the
current
status of
your
inquiry?

Our initial goal was to provide project based learning in a program
environment to help deepen learning, increase engagement, and
provide an authentic audience. We tried to model our teaching
around the PBL model used by High Tech High.
We kicked off our first unit around the essential question, ‘what
makes a good neighbour?’. Students interviewed neighbours of the
school to gain perspective, and began gaining skills relevant to
prototyping.
We were fortunate enough to be the Think Tank Classroom for our
District’s Deeper Learning Network. During the rounds, students were
interviewed and gave us very specific feedback. Although we were
braced for the stretches we’d had as a collaborative team, students
could clearly articulate deep learning in a ‘new-to-them’ skills based
style.
We were able to complete, and exhibit our program-wide project just
before Spring Break. Even though we had agreed to adjust the end
product to allow for a second project to run after Spring Break,
students wanted to continue working on their prototypes.

Community Interviews

We had just finished planning our next project with one of our local
Indigenous Communities; however, due to COVID-19, we have had to
press pause.
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Our Artifact...

Our artifact is our onecolumn rubric we used
for our project
assessment. It references
each step of our project,
and was refined over
many collaboration
sessions.
It really represents our
journey as a team. At
each section we had a
shift in the team
(additions and movement
within). As a whole, we
have all been a part of it.

What have
you
learned/
figured
out?

We have learned that collaborating across a large team
takes a lot of time. Going forward, we need to be very specific
with our actions and time management when we collaborate.
We will also employ better project planning frames to keep
our working planning documents more concise and clear.
We will focus on building and timetabling anchor lessons to
support students in their learning and process by explicitly
teaching skills, competencies and content. We need to
include deadlines to help our students manage their time
better.
We will continue to use the one column rubric as our key
assessment tool.
We learned that even though we collaborated, we need to
collaborate more, while seeking the input from students. It
creates more understanding, and supports better learning.

Student designed & built prototype artifacts

What is our
plan moving
forward?

We hope to continue providing deep
learning experiences for our students as a
collaborative program. Including our
Indigenous communities is a priority for
next year.
Taking student feedback from the Think
Tank Rounds will help us structure our
timetable in a way that continues to allow
for strong relationships, and collaboration
time between peers/educators.
We will try and pace our projects better in
the months to come, and provide
structured anchor and mini-lessons for our
students.
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